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NEW RELEASES!



RECAP

• Three simultaneous processes

• Civil War and emancipation

• Convict leasing à convict labor

• Conditions

• Role of the state
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RAILROAD EXPANSION



AFTER EMANCIPATION

• Paul Knepper, “Converting Idle 
Labor into Substantial Wealth:  
Arizona’s Convict Lease System”

• The Journal of Arizona History

• Published: 1990

• Matthew Pratt Guterl, “After Slavery:  
Asian Labor, the American South, and 
the Age of Emancipation”

• Journal of World History

• Published: 2003



ARIZONA’S CONVICT 
LEASE SYSTEM

• Main argument?

• Evidence?

• Persuasive?



TERRITORIAL 
PRISON, YUMA

• 1875: legislature authorizes

• $25,000 allocated

• 1876: prison opens

• Remains open for 33 years

• Prison moves to Florence

• New prison built by Yuma 
inmates



PRISONS IN THE WEST

OREGON
Portland (1853)
Salem (1866)

NEW MEXICO
Sante Fe (1885)
Moved (1956)

ARIZONA
Yuma (1876)
Florence (1908)

CALIFORNIA
San Quentin (1852)
Folsom (1880)

WASHINGTON
Walla Walla (1886)
Monroe (1910)

COLORADO
Cañon City (1871)

UTAH
Sugarhouse (1855)

WYOMING
Laramie (1872)

IDAHO
Boise (1872)



“AUTHENTIC CONVICT-
LEASE SYSTEM”

• Parties involved?
• Legislature created board of control (governor, 

auditor, citizen)

• Contract with State of Arizona Improvement 
Company (private)

• Terms of the contract?
• Give company all male convicts confined at Yuma 

for next 10 years

• Deliver specific number every day (except Sundays 
and holidays)

• Company would have control from 8 am – 5 pm 

• Territory reimbursed in water rights*



COURT BATTLES

• District court (1896)

• Company wins

• Territorial supreme court (1897)

• Company wins again

• Contract renegotiated – new terms?

• Operations begun – how is convict labor 
working out?

• U.S. Supreme Court (1899)

• Company loses



CONCLUSION?

“The convict-lease system was the natural product of the drive for 
profitable prison labor. Territorial officials, anxious to make the Yuma 
penitentiary self-supporting, entertained a wide range of plans before 

their faltering attempt to hire out inmates. The brief history of the canal 
project, however, represented more than failed prison policy. It also 

showed that prison practices were not always formulated in response to 
criminal behavior. Party politics and judicial decision-making, rather than 
the beliefs of governors and legislators concerning the proper treatment 
of criminals, determined the contours of Arizona’s convict-lease system.”



ASIAN LABOR IN 
THE SOUTH

• Main argument?

• Evidence?

• Persuasive?



VIOLENCE IN THE WEST

• California (1850-1935)

• 350 recorded instances of lynching

• Majority against: Latinos, Native Americans, and Asian Americans

• Los Angeles Chinese Massacre (1871)

• 17-20 killed

• US Army clashing with Native Americans (late 1800s)

“Erased Lynchings”





EXCLUSION

• Chinese population

• End of 1849 = 650 people

• 1852 = over 25,000

• By 1880 – over 300,000

• Growing anti-immigrant 
sentiment

• Chinese Exclusion Act 
(1882)



JIM CROW



JIM CROW LAWS: EXAMPLES

Arizona (1901) Nebraska Georgia (1890) Oregon (1866)
“The marriage of a person 
of Caucasian blood with a 

Negro, Mongolian, Malay, or 
Hindu shall be null and 

void.”

“Marriages are void when 
one party is a white person 
and the other is possessed 

of one-eighth or more 
negro, Japanese, or Chinese 

blood” (1911)
“The law requires that in 

cities of 40,000 to 100,000 
the voter registration card 
include "Color" and specify 

whether the voter is 
"White" or "Black” (1915)

“No person controlling 
convicts shall confine white 

and colored convicts 
together, or work them 

chained together, or chain 
them together going to or 
from their work, or at any 

other time."

“Hereafter it shall not be 
lawful within this state for 
any white person, male or 

female, to intermarry with a 
negro, Chinese, or any 

person having one-fourth or 
more negro, Chinese, 
Kanaka blood, or any 

person having more than 
one-half Indian blood; and all 

such marriages, or 
attempted marriages shall 

be absolutely null and void.”



CONCLUSION?

“In the deepest South, in Louisiana and Mississippi, white southerners brought in 
Spanish-speaking Chinese men from Cuba, and later Chinese from California, hoping 
to bind them to the land, hoping to put them to work on the sorts of modernization 
projects that had revolutionized Cuban sugar production, and hoping that their mere 

presence would instill in the newly emancipated slaves a more appropriate work 
ethic for the new order of things.  They fought with radicals in Congress who refused 
to allow them contract coolies on the scale so earnestly desired.  They studied the 

use of new technology from New England in Cuba, and hoped that they could “save” 
their civilization through its importation.  And when these things all failed, the 

American master class waited for Reconstruction to end and for an opportunity to 
refine their methods of coercion in accordance with what they had learned to better 

control their largest and most available labor force.”



SUGAR IN CUBA



THE “LABOR PROBLEM”

“the island had a certain mystique 
about it, an intoxicating aroma of 
decadence, decay, and slavery.”

• “Labor problem” in Cuba?

• Too much land

• Too little labor

• By 1860s, Cuba transformed

• Cuban “coolie trade”

• The “right” sort of labor

• First group in 1847

• Forced dramatic changes

• Mistreatment and abuse



RACIAL DIVISION OF LABOR

• How were divisions made?

• Who decided?



“THREE FREEDMEN EQUAL ONE SLAVE”

• 1850s -- Competition for labor; Railroad and mining interests

• Reconstruction, Black Codes

• 1870 – recruiting immigrants?

• SC: sent agents to Germany, Scandinavia

• MS: established own immigration efforts

• Most obvious candidates?

• Irish immigrants

• Chinese laborers

• Emancipated slaves



CHINESE IN THE 
SOUTH

“Undoubtedly the underlying 
motive for this effort to bring 
in Chinese laborers was to 
punish the negro for having 
abandoned the control of his 
old master, and to regulate the 
conditions of employment and 
the scale of wages to be paid 
him.”

~ Governor Powell Clayton of 
Arkansas



“WORST NIGHTMARE”

“anxious American planter class found its worst nightmare 
of the 19th century realized”

• Increase of convict labor

• Jim Crow laws

• Sharecropping, debt peonage

• “organized around control and discipline 
of the least fortunate”



QUESTIONS?

• Have a great (and safe) long weekend!

• Keep thinking post-carceral thoughts!


