
Course Description 
In this course, we explore slavery and human trafficking 
in the United States. 

The first African slaves arrived in the original colonies in 1619. In the 
nearly 400 years since, the institution of slavery has transformed 
dramatically. To study this historical change, we will explore the topic 
in two parts. Part One will focus on slavery before legal abolition. We 
will explore the horrors of a race-based system of forced labor that 
wreaked havoc on the lives of millions of African Americans while 
feeding the demands of national and global markets. Part Two will 
pick up after the Civil War and legal abolition to discuss how slavery 
changed to grow into what we call human trafficking today. We will 
explore how the institution transformed from one that was race-based 
to one that has increasingly come to be identified by class, where poverty, and to a lesser extent 
immigration status, have become dominant predictors of likely trafficking victims in the U.S. today. 
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Course Details 
History 306             

Class #44117          
T/W/Th 

5:25pm-6:50pm 

Room COOR 195  

Your Instructor 
Judith Perera  

jiperera@asu.edu                
Office: Coor 4563           
Office hours: by 

appointment 

REQUIRED TEXT 
Marcus Rediker, The Slave Ship: A Human History (New York: Penguin, 2007).



Course Objectives 

Course Requirements 
This course involves reading, writing, and class participation. 
Attendance and Class Participation (30%) — 
Attendance will be taken at the start of each 
class. You should be on time and ready for 
discussion each day after having done that day’s 
assigned reading before class. I expect class 
discussions to be lively, respectful, and 
substantive. There may be reading quizzes at 
the start of each class. They will count toward 
your participation grade for the day. There may 
also be pop quizzes at my discretion. They will 
count toward your overall grade in the class. 

Midterm (30%) — The midterm will require 
you to complete an assignment based on the 
book, The Slave Ship. The midterm will be due 
in class on Tuesday, July 19. The assignment 
can take several forms and does not necessarily 

have to be an essay. You are free to use this 
opportunity to be creative in how you approach 
the assignment. Your midterm idea will be due 
in class on Thursday, July 7. If you do write an 
essay, you will be required to submit your paper 
through SafeAssign on Blackboard. Please see 
page 6 for further details. 

Final Project (40%) — You will complete at 
least four submissions of newspaper articles 
and analysis to the class website. Two articles 
will come from the period before 1865 and two 
articles will be from the period after 1865. Your 
final completed project will be due in class on 
Thursday, August 4. You will present your 
submission to the class on the final day. Please 
see page 7 for more details. 
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UNDERSTAND 
the definitions and 
history of the terms 

“slavery” and “human 
trafficking” in the US

1
IDENTIFY 

the important 
developments in US 
slavery, anti-slavery, 

and human trafficking

2
ANALYZE 

and craft your own 
narrative of the 

evolution of slavery and 
human trafficking in US
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GRADING SCALE 
Attendance & Class Participation 300pts (30%)                  99% — 90% = A range* 

Midterm    300pts (30%)      89% — 80% = B range* 

Final Project    400pts (40%)      79% — 70% = C range* 

             69% — 60% = D 

                 59% and below = E 

*(+ and - grades given for 1-2% points above and below largest and smallest figures in a given range)



 

“I propose we view the 
whole of American life as 
a drama acted upon the 
body of a Negro giant.” 
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ACADEMIC HONESTY 
Academic honesty is expected of all 
students in all examinations, papers, 

laboratory work, academic transactions 
and records. The possible sanctions 

include, but are not limited to, 
appropriate grade penalties, course 

failure (indicated on the transcript as a 
grade of E), course failure due to 

academic dishonesty (indicated on the 
transcript as a grade of XE), loss of 

registration privileges, disqualification 
and dismissal. For more information, see 

http://provost.asu.edu/
academicintegrity.

ACCOMMODATIONS 
If you are a student with a disability, the 

University has resources to assist you. For 
more information, please see the Disability 

Resource Center. Students with 
documented disabilities will be 

accommodated.

HELP AND RESOURCES 
If you are feeling lost, confused, and/
or overwhelmed… 

1. Make an appointment with me 
You are always welcome to email me 
or see me after class to schedule an 
appointment. Make sure you ask any 
questions or speak up about any 
issues right away. The summer 
session is short and goes by very 
quickly. Try to avoid letting problems/
concerns linger. 

2. Use online resources 
There are plenty of resources available 
that could assist in understanding 
difficult concepts. This class will 
require some outside research. In 
addition, you are free to explore 
further topics that may be of interest 
to you using credible online resources. 

3. Use the Writing Center 
The Writing Center is a free resource 
at any stage of the writing process. If 
you are having difficulty or need 
additional assistance, please feel free 
to contact them. 

http://provost.asu.edu/academicintegrity
http://provost.asu.edu/academicintegrity


Syllabus 
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Date   Topic     Readings 

T 7/5  1. The Slave Ship & Middle Passage  Rediker, pg. 41 - 107 

  2. Feet, Heads, Second Middle Passage 

W 7/6  1. Olaudah Equiano, James F. Stanfield Rediker, pg. 108 - 156 

  2. Right Hand, Left Hand 

Th 7/7  1. John Newton, Captains   Rediker, pg. 157 - 221 

  2. Tongues, Breath    Midterm Project Idea DUE

Date   Topic     Readings 

W 6/29 Introduction/Defining slavery  None 

Th 6/30 Life, Death, Terror in the Slave Trade  Rediker, pg. 1 - 40 

Date   Topic     Readings 

T 7/12  1. Sailors, Captives, Shipmates  Rediker, pg. 222 - 307 

  2. Seed, Blood     

W 7/13 1. The Slave Ship Brooks   Rediker, pg. 308 - 355 

  2. Backs, Arms 

Th 7/14 Anti-Slavery Movement   Quirk, Anti-Slavery Project  

        (on Blackboard) 
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Date   Topic     Readings 

T 7/19  MIDTERM DUE — Discussions and midterm presentations in class  

W 7/20 Convict Leasing    “Green Cottenham’s World”  

        (on Blackboard)  

Th 7/21 Slave Farms     “The Slave Farm of John Pace”  

        (on Blackboard) 
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Date   Topic     Readings 

T 7/26  “Illegal Immigration”    Readings posted on Blackboard  

W 7/27 Migrants in the Fields    Chavez, “Life on the Farm” 

        (on Blackboard)  

Th 7/28 Sex Trafficking in US Today   Readings posted on Blackboard 
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Date   Topic     Readings 

T 8/2  Mass Incarceration Crisis   21st Century Chain Gangs;   
        Introduction, The New Jim Crow 
        (on Blackboard)  

W 8/3  Immigrant Detention    “Catch and Detain” (on Blackboard) 

Th 8/4  FINAL DUE and PRESENTATIONS
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Assignment Details 
MIDTERM (DUE: July 19, 2016) 

The Slave Ship: A Human History 

Prompt: Marcus Rediker argues the slave ship was the center of “four distinct but related human 
dramas” (6). These dramas began in 1700 with the first recorded slaving voyage from Rhode Island. 
Rediker also argues the slave ship “itself was a strange and potent combination of war machine, 
mobile prison, and factory” and the “slave ship and its social relations have shaped the modern 
world, but their history remains in many ways unknown” (9). In trying to shed light on this unknown 
history, he identifies the four dramas of the slave ship as follows: 

1) The relations between the slave-ship captain and his crew 

2) The relations between sailors and slaves 

3) The relations between slaves 

4) The civil society of abolitionists 

Assignment: Choose ONE of the dramas you would like to focus on. Using a medium of your 
choosing, analyze how this “drama” unfolded. Feel free to focus on one or more of the following:  

‣ Who were the primary actors in the drama? What characteristics did these actors have? What were 
their roles? How did they go about fulfilling these roles? What did they believe? What did they 
fear? What were they trying to achieve? Are they protagonists or antagonists in the story of the 
Slave Ship? Why? How has history remembered these actors and what they did? Has historical 
memory been fair to these actors? How has this book changed your understanding of these actors 
and what they did? How has this book changed your understanding of the slave ship and slavery? 

Project Medium: You are free to use any medium you would like to complete the assignment. Be 
creative! Feel free to use one of the following or a completely different option:  
• An essay (must be at least 4-6 pages) 

• An online exhibit (possibly interactive) 

• An original song, poem, or spoken word 

• An original script or play (4-6 minutes) 

• 3D model (physical or online) 

• A video, GIS model, or similar project 

NOTE: You will be given specific requirements for your individual project when you turn in your 
midterm project idea on July 7 (more information on this later). As part of your midterm grade, 
everyone who uses a medium other than an essay will be required to present it in class on July 19. 
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FINAL (DUE: August 4, 2016) 

Prompt: For the final project, we will explore the following questions: What is the relationship 
between slavery before 1865 and human trafficking after 1865? What does slavery of the past 
and human trafficking of the present have in common? In what ways are they different? 

Assignment: In order to answer these questions, each student will find, analyze, and submit at least 
FOUR newspaper articles to the class website at asuhistory306.weebly.com. Everyone is welcome to 
submit more than the minimum! Students will present their project on the final day of class. 

1. Students will find two articles from before 1865 AND two articles from after 1865.  

2. Students will analyze each article and place it in its proper historical context — what idea does 
the article advance? Is it a news story or an editorial? What is the author’s point of view? What 
major events were happening in the United States at the time of the article? Why is this 
important? What does the article say about slavery and/or human trafficking? 

3. Students will then make a comparative and cohesive narrative across time using the articles 
around the themes of violence, power, and labor in an attempt to compare and contrast slavery 
and human trafficking in the United States. In their analysis, students will provide an answer to 
the initial question of what the relationship is between slavery before 1865 and human trafficking 
after 1865. 

Process: Specific instructions on how to find and access newspapers will be available on Blackboard. 
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