
“The law is but a mere social construction, an artifact of our social, economic, 

political, and cultural conditions. The law represents only one kind of truth, 

often an unsatisfying truth, and ultimately not the truest of truths.”       
(Marc Lamont Hill, Nobody, 9) 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

On January 31, 1865, Congress passed the 13th Amendment. 
Before ratification at the end of the year, the country would see the 
bloodiest war in its history come to an end, the first sitting president to 
be assassinated, and the start of a long process of attempted national 
reunification. This attempt would play out for more than a decade 
during Reconstruction culminating in the re-admittance of the 
rebellious states. Yet, all was not well. Before the turn of the 20th 
century, Congress would pass the first race-based exclusionary law and 
the Supreme Court would legalize segregation. From then until now, the 
country grapples with the ramifications of such legal precedent. Because 
of the importance of understanding these developments, this course 
begins in 1865 and analyzes the post-Civil War history of the United 
States through a legal framework. The course will explore the impact of 
important legislative and judicial decisions that altered the course of the 
nation and attempt to understand how the post-Civil War history of the 
United States can be told through a lens of legal history. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES 

This course will explore the history of the United States since 1865 
through the lens of legal history. The course is divided into five main 
units: exclusion, classification, reorientation, illegalization, and 
criminalization. Each unit will span approximately three weeks. The 
course has the following objectives: 

 

 COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

This course will require all students to complete one reading 
assignment AND one interactive lesson every week for the 15 weeks of 
the course. Students will have to complete a short reading quiz for each 
assigned reading. The lessons will vary in length and will require 
focused study. The lessons will be interactive with students having to 
actively engage with the material in the form of pre-test, review, 
multiple choice, fill-in-the-blanks, true or false, and short answer 
questions within each lesson. Each lesson will have points attached to 
interactive slides which together will make up the lesson assignment. 
Each unit will have three lessons. At the end of each unit, there will be 
a unit exam. Unit exams may come in a variety of forms. All work must 
be completed by the given deadline. Students will be required to 
complete all quizzes, lessons and exams to receive a passing grade. 

Reading Quizzes (15 total) = 10 points each 

Lesson Assignments (15 total) = 20 points each 

Unit Exams (5 total) = 100 points each 

REQUIRED READING 

Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States, 1492-
present (New York: HarperCollins, 2005). ISBN-10: 0060838655. 

I 

UNDERSTAND 

the historical narrative 
of the major themes 

and turning points in 
United States legal 

history since 1865 to 
the present 

II 

IDENTIFY 

the broader historical 
context within which 
these turning points 
took place including 
national and global 

consequences 

III 

ANALYZE 

the implications of 
these consequences in 
studying the history of 

the U.S. since 1865 
through the lens of 

legal history  
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COURSE OUTLINE 

UNIT 1: EXCLUSION 

The unit will cover the period from 1865 when the Civil War ended to 
the end of the 1890s. We will begin by looking at the Thirteenth 
Amendment, cover the failures of Reconstruction and the rise of Jim 
Crow, analyze major legislation passed in the 1880s such as Chinese 
Exclusion and the Dawes Act, and conclude with the Supreme Court 
decision of Plessy v. Ferguson (1896). 

WEEK 1 (Jan. 8-14) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 9: Slavery without Submission, Emancipation 
without Freedom (pg. 171-210)  

Reading Quiz 1 to be completed by Tuesday, January 10 

Lesson 1: Reconstruction and Citizenship 

Lesson Assignment 1 to be completed by Friday, January 13 

 

WEEK 2 (Jan. 15-21) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 10: The Other Civil War (pg. 211-251) 

Reading Quiz 2 to be completed by Tuesday, January 17 

Lesson 2: Railroads and Ostracism 

Lesson Assignment 2 to be completed by Friday, January 20 

 

WEEK 3 (Jan. 22-28) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 11: Robber Barons and Rebels (pg. 253-295) 

Reading Quiz 3 to be completed by Tuesday, January 24 

Lesson 3: Violence and Segregation 

Lesson Assignment 3 to be completed by Friday, January 27 

 

**UNIT 1 EXAM to be completed by                           
Sunday, January 29** 
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UNIT 2: CLASSIFICATION 

This unit will cover the period from the turn of the 20th century until the 
start of the Great Depression with the stock market crash of 1929. 
Within the readings we will learn about empire building, the supposed 
threat of socialism, and U.S. participation in World War I. We will also 
look at the role of the eugenics movement and Social Darwinism in 
inspiring lawmakers to pass the National Origins Act as well as the 
Supreme Court’s Buck v. Bell decision. Moreover, we will also study the 
passing of the 18th and 19th Amendments, the Snyder Act, and the 
establishment of the U.S. Border Patrol in the 1920s. 

WEEK 4 (Jan. 29-Feb. 4) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 12: The Empire and the People (pg. 297-320) 

Reading Quiz 4 to be completed by Tuesday, January 31 

Lesson: “Blood of the Nation” 

Lesson Assignment 4 to be completed by Friday, February 3 

 

WEEK 5 (Feb. 5-11) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 13: The Socialist Challenge (pg. 321-357) 

Reading Quiz 5 to be completed by Tuesday, February 7 

Lesson: “Don’t forget to be a good boy” 

Lesson Assignment 5 to be completed by Friday, February 10 

 

WEEK 6 (Feb. 12-18) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 14: War is the Health of the State (pg. 359-
376) 

Reading Quiz 6 to be completed by Tuesday, February 14 

Lesson: “Three generations of imbeciles” 

Lesson Assignment 6 to be completed by Friday, February 17 

 

**UNIT 2 EXAM to be completed by                           
Sunday, February 19** 
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UNIT 3: REORIENTATION 

This unit will cover the period from the Great Depression in the 1930s 
to the 1960s, spanning the migrations west as certain groups of 
Americans searched for jobs, the mass deportations of Mexicans and 
Mexican American citizens to free up room for these jobs, the Bracero 
Program that was instituted as a way to fill job vacancies during World 
War II, the landmark Brown v. Board decision, and the important 
immigration legislation during this period, the Immigration and 
Nationality Act.  

WEEK 7 (Feb. 19-25) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 15: Self-help in Hard Times (pg. 377-406) 

Reading Quiz 7 to be completed by Tuesday, February 21 

Lesson: Citizen Repatriations 

Lesson Assignment 7 to be completed by Friday, February 24 

 

WEEK 8 (Feb. 26-Mar. 4) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 16: A People’s War? (pg. 407-442) 

Reading Quiz 8 to be completed by Tuesday, February 28 

Lesson: Wartime Needs 

Lesson Assignment 8 to be completed by Friday, March 3 
 

---------SPRING BREAK (Mar. 5-11) --------- 

WEEK 9 (Mar. 12-18) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 17: “Or Does It Explode?” (pg. 443-467) 

Reading Quiz 9 to be completed by Tuesday, March 14 

Lesson: Inherent Inequalities 

Lesson Assignment 9 to be completed by Friday, March 17 

 

**UNIT 3 EXAM to be completed by                           
Sunday, March 19** 
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UNIT 4: ILLEGALIZATION 

This unit will cover the period from the 1960s until the end of the 1980s. 
The readings will discuss the Cold War period, including the Vietnam 
War. The lessons will discuss the War on Poverty (begun in the Kennedy 
administration) which eventually became the Wars on Drugs and Crime 
(expanded by the Johnson and Nixon administrations) and leading up 
to the idea of a more general War on the Vulnerable today. We will also 
discuss the implications of the Immigration Reform and Control Act, the 
major piece of immigration legislation passed during the 1980s.  

WEEK 10 (Mar. 19-25) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 18: The Impossible Victory-Vietnam (pg. 469-
501) 

Reading Quiz 10 to be completed by Tuesday, March 21 

Lesson: Poverty and Crime 

Lesson Assignment 10 to be completed by Friday, March 24 

 

WEEK 11 (Mar. 26-Apr.1) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 19: Surprises (pg. 503-539) 

Reading Quiz 11 to be completed by Tuesday, March 28 

Lesson: Drugs and Forfeiture 

Lesson Assignment 11 to be completed by Friday, March 31 

 

WEEK 12 (Apr. 2-8) 

Reading: Zinn, Chapter 20: The Seventies: Under Control? (pg. 541-
562) 

Reading Quiz 12 to be completed by Tuesday, April 4 

Lesson: Illegality and Consequences 

Lesson Assignment 12 to be completed by Friday, April 7 

 

**UNIT 4 EXAM to be completed by                           
Sunday, April 9** 
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UNIT 5: CRIMINALIZATION 

This unit will cover the period from approximately the end of the Cold 
War in the late 1980s to the present day. Within this time period, we see 
the rise of the War on Crime with politicians across the political 
spectrum adopting the universal “get tough on crime” stance throughout 
the 1990s. The Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act and the 
Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act will also 
be discussed. After 9/11, increasingly punitive measures combined with 
increased surveillance under the Patriot Act has led to an 
unprecedented level of law enforcement activity across the country. 

WEEK 13 (Apr. 9-15) 

Reading: Chapter 21: Carter-Reagan-Bush: The Bipartisan Consensus 
(pg. 563-600) 

Reading Quiz 13 to be completed by Tuesday, April 11 

Lesson: Borders and Refugees 

Lesson Assignment 13 to be completed by Friday, April 14 

WEEK 14 (Apr. 16-22) 

Readings: Chapter 22: The Unreported Resistance (pg. 601-629) and 
Chapter 23: The Coming Revolt of the Guards (pg. 631-641) 

Reading Quiz 14 to be completed by Tuesday, April 18 

Lesson: Crime and Punishment 

Lesson Assignment 14 to be completed by Friday, April 21 

WEEK 15 (Apr. 23-29) 

Readings: Chapter 24: The Clinton Presidency (pg. 643-674) and 
Chapter 25: The 2000 Election and the “War on Terrorism” (pg. 675-
682) 

Reading Quiz 15 to be completed by Tuesday, April 25 

Lesson: Surveillance and Incarceration 

Lesson Assignment 15 to be completed by Friday, April 28 

 

**UNIT 5 EXAM to be completed by                           
Sunday, April 30** 
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 GRADING 

The total points possible for this course is 950. This number is based on 
the above-mentioned requirements. All quizzes, assignments, and 
exams can be attempted only once and must be completed by the 
deadline. Students must complete all requirements in order to receive a 
passing grade. There will be no extra credit opportunities. 

Reading Quizzes (15)  150 total points 

Lesson Assignments (15)  300 total points 

Unit Exams (5)   500 total points 

   TOTAL    950 total points 

Each student’s total score at the end of the semester will be divided by 
950 to calculate the final grade for the course. 

GRADING SCALE 

99% – 90% = A range* 

89% – 80% = B range* 

79% – 70% = C range* 

69% – 60% = D 

59% and below = E 

*Plus (+) and minus (-) grades will be given for 1-2% points above and below 
largest and smallest figures in a range subject to ASU Grading Options. 

SMART SPARROW 

This course will be hosted on the Smart Sparrow platform. In order to 
use Smart Sparrow, you must make sure your computer meets the 
minimum requirements. You can check if your system does so by 
visiting: https://aelp.smartsparrow.com/check/ It is your responsibility 
to make sure your system is up to date and is sufficiently compatible. 

ACCOMODATIONS 

If you are a student with a disability, the University has resources to 
assist you. For more information, please contact the Disability Resource 
Center right away. Students with documented disabilities will be 
accommodated in this course per University regulations. 
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ACADEMIC HONESTY 

Academic honesty is expected of all students in all examinations, papers, 
laboratory work, academic transactions and records. The possible 
sanctions include, but are not limited to, appropriate grade penalties, 
course failure (indicated on the transcript as a grade of E), course failure 
due to academic dishonesty (indicated on the transcript as a grade of 
XE), loss of registration privileges, disqualification and dismissal. For 
more information, see http://provost.asu.edu/academicintegrity. 

HELP & RESOURCES 

If at any point during the semester you feel lost, confused, and/or 
overwhelmed… 

1) EMAIL ME 

You are always welcome to email me at jiperera@asu.edu to discuss 
any concerns, questions, or comments. Unless otherwise announced, you 
should expect a response from me within several hours if the email is 
sent during the daytime. If you do not hear back from me within a 
reasonable time period (for instance, if more than 36 hours have passed), 
please make sure you have the right email address and send me a second 
email.  

Make sure to ask any questions or speak up about any issues right away. 
The semester can go by fast so try to avoid letting problems or concerns 
linger. This course will require you to follow deadlines closely and 
carefully. As such make sure you mark down all deadlines so you will 
not miss deadlines and/or fall behind in the course. 

 

2) USE ONLINE RESOURCES 

There are plenty of resources available to assist you in 
understanding difficult concepts. This class will not require any 
outside research. However, feel free to explore credible, academic 
sources online for further understanding. If you are not sure 
whether a particular source is credible and/or academic in nature, 
feel free to email me. The course lessons will also guide you to 
additional/ further readings and links of videos so keep an eye out 
for those to learn more! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

There	is	a	completely	free	
online	U.S.	history	
textbook	called	The	

American	Yawp.	Find	out	
more	by	visiting:	

www.americanyawp.com	


